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    Worship—Sunday 9:30m                       Sunday School—11am          Charging Station—5pm 

November 2 
All Saints Sunday (Communion) 

November 7 & 8 
Plays on Devonshire 

November 9 
Commitment Sunday & 
Parlor Re-Dedication 

November 15 
FINAL Worship as PCC 

November 21 
Friday Fun with Friends & Tacos 

November 23 
Hanging the Greens  

(decorating the church) 

December 6 
Breakfast with Santa 

December 7 
Annual Congregational 

 Meeting & Pot-luck 

December13 
LP Christkindlmarkt  

Live Nativity 

December14 
Christmas Pageant – 9:30am 

Blue Christmas—5pm 

December 19 
Game Night & Hot Cocoa Bar 

December 24 
Christmas Eve service 

December 28 
Carol Sing & Then Some 
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We Are The Keystone Conference 
Learn more at https://psec.org/keystone/ 
   

Any group, especially newly forming groups, are more successful 

when they have a clear mission to draw them together.  A 

proposal for a mission focus for the Keystone Conference, should 

it pass … 

People of the Table: 
Celebrating and energizing ministries that end hunger 

 

What do we mean by a “mission focus”? 

Our faith calls us into action. The Local Churches, Associations, 

and Historic Conferences of the United Church of Christ in 

Pennsylvania are involved—and will continue to be involved—in 

hundreds of efforts that seek to offer mercy, be of service, 

advocate in the public square, and build a just world for all. 

Among all of these laudable projects, we see a need for the 

newly-formed Conference to unite around a specific direction 

for our outreach in the coming years. 

 

A mission focus for the new Keystone Conference United Church 

of Christ offers us a way to concentrate our efforts in this initial 

season, amplifying our voice and helping to bring us together. 

We propose that this initial mission focus, People of the Table, will 

be a Conference priority in our founding years (2026-2028), and 

that the Conference Board might choose either to continue this 

focus or to determine a fresh mission focus to pursue in the 

subsequent period of Conference life. 

 

Why choose ending hunger as a mission focus? 

Ending hunger is a goal that unites our diverse Local Churches 

and Associations. Across the proposed Keystone Conference, 

settings of the United Church of Christ area already engage in 

ministries to feed our neighbors: food pantries, community 

dinners, soup kitchens, canned good drives, neighborhood 

gardens, and political advocacy are just a few examples. We 

do this work because the Gospel mandate is clear: “feed my 

sheep,” said Jesus: “I was hungry and you gave me something 

to eat.” We are people of the table, uniting around our 

Eucharistic tables and then welcoming our neighbors around our 

social hall tables. This identity is particularly strong in 

Pennsylvania, a commonwealth containing over seven million 

acres of farmland, where many Local Churches take pride in our 

agricultural heritage. While our members may vary in their 

perspectives on many social issues, we believe that ending 

hunger is a priority that brings us all together. 

 

Connecting 

Keystone Conference has a new logo 
  
Earlier this year, even before the vote in July by the 
35th General Synod to recognize the merger of the 
four Pennsylvania Conferences to create the Key-
stone Conference, the Keystone Working Group de-
cided that we needed a logo that everyone would 
easily recognize. They gave members of all the UCC 
churches in Pennsylvania the opportunity to submit a 
design for a logo. Entries had to be submitted by May 
15th. The four Conference Ministers narrowed down 
the 24 designs that were submitted to four that were 
presented to the Transitional Board of Directors at 
their first meeting on August 1st. They chose a key-
stone design divided into fourths with different col-
ors representing the four existing Conferences that 
were coming together to form the new Conference. 
The Cross and Orb of the United Church of Christ is 
overlaid on the design. Some changes were suggest-
ed for the font, and the final logo was approved by 
the Board at its September meeting. The colorful 
keystone design was submitted by George Mamas. 
George is originally from Philadelphia, the son of 
Greek immigrant parents. He graduated from the Art 
Institute of Philadelphia (1993), and has since worked 
in various advertising and marketing agencies in the 
area. He is the proud father of Caroline, Phoenix, and 
Persephone, and devoted husband of Rev. Leslie Ma-
mas (pastor, Olivet-Schwenkfelder UCC, Norristown). 
In his free time, you might find him playing hockey, 
practicing his martial arts or at a comic convention. 
Besides the letterhead shown here, there will be sev-
eral variations: horizontal or vertical, with or without 
“United Church of Christ.” There will be guidance on 
how each version is to be used. Also look for Key-
stone “swag” as we get closer to Janu-
ary 1st and the official launch of the Key-
stone Conference. 
 

https://psec.org/keystone/


News from Ye Olde Devonshire Thrift Shoppe  
 

The Thrift Shop has become your place for 

everything Christmas!  If you need holiday clothing, 

ornaments for your tree, decorations for your house, 

etc. etc. etc.  The Thrift Shop has it!  Ornaments 

range from ten cents to many dollars  There are 

Santas galore.  Need a sleigh for your decor or a 

wreath for your door?  The Thrift Shop has it. 

 The Thrift Shop has made donations this 

month to Salvation Army, The Crop Walk, Neighbors 

in Need, CPUCC,  and paid for the permit for the 

replacement shed which houses the mower and 

other equipment. 

 There is always a constant need for 

volunteers to help at the Thrift Shop.  Set up and 

tear down times require many hands.  At least two 

people must be in the parsonage and two in the 

shed area.  One person should be available to help 

in the garage to accept donations and sell items 

from there.  Pricing and sorting requires many 

hands.  So you see, the Thrift Shop needs all the 

volunteers it can get.  We are so thankful for the 

“regulars” who show up to work every time the 

Shop is open.  Any time you have an hour or two to 

help, show up and we will find something for you to 

do.  Any questions or comments can be directed to 

Helen Ferguson , Linda Bender or Priscilla 

Fledderjohn. 

 
The Thrift Shop will be closed Thanksgiving week 

(November 26, 28, and 29). It will also be closed for 

the Christmas season, from December 21, 2025 

through January 6, 2026.  

It will reopen January 7, 2026.  

A Word from  
Pastor Cindy, 
Senior Minister 
 
November always turns 
our hearts toward 
gratitude. It’s a season of 
giving thanks — and, yes, 
a season of giving and 
asking.  
 
You’ve likely received information from the church 
inviting you to prayerfully consider your 
commitments for 2026. 
 
Before anything else, I simply want to say thank you. 
I’m deeply grateful for this congregation — for the 
many ways you live out Christ’s love, serve with open 
hands, and share hope in our community. 
 
While the recent years have not been easy, and we 
have lost some very dear members of our body, you 
continue to be a people of hope, courage, laughter, 
and grace — building one another up and walking 
forward in faith. 
 
It remains one of my greatest joys to be your pastor. I 
trust that the same Spirit that has carried us this far 
will continue to strengthen and inspire us for the 
journey ahead. 

Blessings to you all – and thank you. 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

Pastor Cindy 

Our Ye Olde Devonshire Thrift Shoppe hours: 

Wednesdays  10am—2pm 
Fridays     10am—2pm 
Saturdays       10am—2pm 

 



2 Jillian Orth 

3 Stephanie Sowers-Waros 

5 Bob Vogt 

7 Charles Gallagher, Zachary 
Gutshall, Wendy Merryman 

8 Lois Schwartz, Mya Cobb 

12 Tom Bay 

14 Jeff Keiser 

15 Dave Bishop, Tyler Strange 

16 Millie Artz, Thaddeus Sampson 

17 Kayla Kraft 

18 Brian Leonard, Quinn Cobb 

20 Michael Shafer 

21 Bonnie Cox, Shirleyann Ferraro, 
Renee Strange 

22 Liz August 

23 Windy Alford Bierbaum, Holden 
Bierbaum 

24  Elizabeth Ishman 

25 Bruce Neely, Cecelia Stefanelli 

27 Atticus Bierbaum, Brody Via 

28 Terrie Billow 

29 Norma Havran, Bobby Neely 

7th Carrie & Christopher Wilson 16 years 

12th   Brenda Eckert & Judy Strayer 3 years 

27th Liz & Cindy Garis August 4 years 

 

1 Willow Blickstein, Tracy Hunter 
4 Bea Durham, Christianna Miller, Micki Weaver 
5 Pasquale Castellano 
6 Ashley Martin 
7   Angela Heagy 
9       Jessica Reitenbach 
12 Carly Rogers, Theo Rudy 
13 Holly Hughes, Cameron Ortiz 
14 Gabriel Rhoads 
16 Marchel Barndt 
17 Scott Siciliano 
18 Helen Ferguson, Joe Mauck, Sue Reinke 
19 Ashlyn Wilson 
20 Goldie Blickstein 
25      B.J. Turgeon 
31 Nancy Linville 

December. 
 2      Cassie & Ed Volbrecht               48 yrs 
 

10     Jeff & Debbie Keiser                  15 yrs 
17   Jane & Forrest Graeff    42 yrs 
18   Jessica Reitenbach & Joshua Skinner    4 yrs 
21     Jim & Jane Richardson    57 yrs  
22   Windy & Gerald Bierbaum         36 yrs 
29     Steven & Jessica Burkholder     41 yrs 



KATHY NEELY CPUCC  
CROP HUNGER WALK 

 

Thank you to everyone that walked 
and donated money for the CROP 
Walk on October 19th, it was a 

beautiful day. Total amount raised 
$1,925! 

Meet The Members –Sue Graft 

The United Church of Christ has always been a big 
part of Sue Graft’s life. Growing up in Mt. Pleasant 
about an hour east of Pittsburgh, Sue attended St. 
Paul’s UCC in the town of Trauger. It was the church 
where her parents met and were married and where 
Sue wed her husband, Tim. Her three sisters were 
also married at St. Paul’s. 
 

It was the church where her mother had been the 
organist for 50 years and her father served on the 
consistory and taught Sunday School. 
 

Attending church was a real family affair. Not only did 
the family participate in services, but also Sue’s 
grandparents attended as well.  
 

“After Sunday services my grandparents would join 
us for Sunday dinner,” Sue recalls. “I think this 
weekly ritual demonstrated their priorities of God 
and family. I am inspired by my parents.”  
 

After graduating from high school, Sue received a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Home Economics from 
Seton Hill College in nearby Greensburg. 
 

In 1983, Sue and Tim moved to Harrisburg, and she 
wanted to continue worshiping in a UCC church. After 
talking to member Mary Fraunfelter about CPUCC and 
the Sunday School program, Sue decided to join. 
It didn’t take long for Sue to get involved at CPUCC.  
 

“I am currently serving as the Service Deacon on 
council. I have been involved with the Lay Support 
Ministry, and I serve on the board of Half Day 
Preschool as treasurer. I have been a Sunday School 
teacher. I enjoy volunteering at the thrift shop. It is 
fun working with everyone with the common goal to 
make the store succeed in supporting the various 
missions,” she said.  
 

Sue feels volunteering with the thrift shop is a great 
way for CPUCC to become a part of the lives of the local 
community. Volunteers often hear from people how 
much they like the thrift store, some people come on a 
weekly basis to not only shop but socialize too.  
To Sue, attending Sunday morning services is the best 
way to end the week and start the coming week.   
  

“The worship hour gives me time to reflect on 
everything good in my life and give thanks to God for all  
that our family has received,” she said. “It encourages 
me and helps me focus on the right things when looking 
at the week ahead. It also gives me joy that I am 
worshiping with others that share the same faith.” 

2025 Walkers: Ron Johnson, Pastor Cindy, Tom Bay, Jan Johnson, Cindy 
Gnech, Priscilla Fledderjohn, Walter Stone, and Sue Graft (kneeling). 
Fortunately you can see Sue’s smiling face above in the meet the member 
spotlight, because it took us way too long to figure out the timer on the 
camera/phone to get one where everyone was looking. Hahaha! 

Continued on next page... 



When asked about a favorite memory while attending 
CPUCC, Sue says she especially enjoys the Hallelujah 
Chorus on Easter Mornings. 
 

The Grafts are the parents of two sons, Jonathan lives in 
Daytona Beach, Florida and Jason and his wife, Desirae, 
and children Gracie (2 1/2 years old) and Beau (3 months 
old) live in Taylorsville, North Carolina. Six years ago, 
her mother, Nancy Momeyer, moved from Mt. Pleasant 
to Harrisburg (Kindred Place) to be closer to family. 
 

Sue worked outside the home as a customer service 
representative for Harris Savings Bank before making 
the decision to be home full-time with her sons. Later 
she went back to work in a part-time position at 
Hershey Chocolate World in the Create Your Own Candy 
Bar Factory. 
 

In her spare time, Sue enjoys gardening but not dealing 
with the many animals that seem to enjoy eating the 
plants that she feeds and waters faithfully. But as her 
husband tells her, “They have to eat too.”  
 

Since retiring, Sue takes advantage of the various 
fitness classes at Central Penn Fitness Center. In the fall, 
the couple attends the Penn State Nittany Lions football 
games and in the spring, they go to Clearwater, Florida 
to see the Phillies and get some much-needed sun. 
 

Sue Graft has been a lifelong member of the United 
Church of Christ and has given back so much in service. 
She is a wonderful example of how faith and tradition 
can provide peace and joy in life. 

...Continued from previous page Did you hear? The Central PA Womyn’s 

Chorus has a new name! Meet Cadence... 

Friday, 
December 19th 

@CPUCC 
 

Be watching for details. 

Game Night & 
Hot Cocoa Bar 



Details at: https://
hoffmanhomes1910.org/specialevents/ 



5 

Join us participating in the Live Nativity 
Contact Marchel Barndt if you are interested in being a part of the scene (12:15pm-

1:00pm) or sign-up at ttsu.me/nativity 

6 

Look for Sign-up sheets in the 
Narthex 

Immediately following morning 

worship on  

Sunday 

November 23 

 

Always a good time to connect 

with others and beautify the 

church for the holidays.  

 

Lunch provided. 

https://www.timetosignup.com/colonialparkucc/sheet/1364480/


We all have dreams.  There are many kinds 

of dreams – nighttime dreams, daydreams, 

and imagining types of dreams.  Dreams are 

a popular topic in music – to name just a 

few of my favorites, “I Like Dreamin’” (Kenny 

Nolan), “Dream Baby” (Roy Orbison), and 

“Daydream Believer” (Monkees).  God often 

plants dreams in our heads and hearts, and 

although some dreams may seem 

unattainable, we should remember that we 

“can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens us.” (Philippians 4:13).  We are 

also reminded in John 15:5 of God’s 

constant presence and strength:  “I am the 

vine; you are the branches. Those who 

abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 

because apart from me you can do 

nothing.”  When God calls us to an activity, 

God will also provide the means to 

accomplish it.  So, don’t fear the big dreams 

God may give you! 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Giving 

Don’t forget to turn in your Time & Talent Cards 
and 2026 Pledge Cards on  

Commitment Sunday,  
November 9, 2025 

 
Missing your materials? Visit: 
https://tinyurl.com/CPUCC-

CommitmentSunday25  

https://tinyurl.com/CPUCC-CommitmentSunday25
https://tinyurl.com/CPUCC-CommitmentSunday25


Gift Cards Galore 
Nine years ago we started a new fund-raising program for CPUCC, 

offering gift cards to a wide variety of stores, restaurants, movie theatres, 

hotels, and other venues.  This is a great way to help with Christmas 

shopping and raise money for our church at the same time.  CPUCC 

earns between 4% and 16% of the total value of your purchase, 

depending on the merchant.  Many of your favorite stores, restaurants, 

hotels, and movie theaters participate in this exciting program, including 

Amazon, Olive Garden, Best Western, and many, many more!    These 

make great gifts for Christmas or to use for yourself!  Order forms are 

available in the office, and also via e-mail.  Orders will be accepted 

through noon on Sunday, November 23 for delivery in early 

December.  Payment is due at the time of the order (checks payable to 

CPUCC).  Questions can be directed to Cindy Gnech at 

cindygnech7@gmail.com or 717-991-4124.  Thank you for your support! 

See form here: https://tinyurl.com/CPUCC-GiftsGalore-2025 

In Recognition  
Do you want to recognize an important person 
in your life, living or deceased, and say “thank 
you” to God for them while at the same time 
furthering CPUCC’s ministry and mission?  For 

each $15 sponsorship, a notice will be placed in 
that week’s bulletin.   You can sign up and pay 
for dates on-line or dates can be reserved and 

paid for by contacting the church office.   

Rejoice, Renew, Revive Capital Campaign 
Our Capital Campaign Rejoice, Renew, Revive has now raised 

$496,195.95 through September 2025 (which includes 
$10,000 donated by the family of Vi Bretz).  Virtually 

everything that has been donated has already been spent 
on various projects to repair, maintain and/or improve our 
amazing church home.  There is a current available balance 
of $31,463.22, most of which will be used to cover the parlor 

renovations.  Thank you for all of your support!   

Oh, I give gift 
cards anyway, this 

way the church 
gets something for 

my purchase. 
Awesome! 

So Blessed! 
Thank you for your continued gernosity! 

Our Thursday, October 2, CPUCC Panera fund-
raiser raised $289.32 for our Building Fund.   

We estimate that at least 50-60 CPUCC disciples 
and friends attended.  Everyone had a great time 

and enjoyed delicious food.     
Thank you to everyone who purchased a discount 
card for Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends event on 
October 22.  We earned $150 for the Building Fund 

from this easy fundraiser.  Hope you got some 
good bargains when you shopped! 

Thank you for your support! 

https://tinyurl.com/CPUCC-GiftsGalore-2025


Do you know what you spend at the 
Grocery Store (Giant, Weis or Karns)? 

Someone shared with me recently that they spent 

$600 at the grocery store—they were hoping it 

was for the month.  We have a grocery card 

program that had that person used the grocery 

cards they purchased from the church—they 

would have still spent the $600 (unfortunately), but 

the church would have also received $30.  Whoa! 

Instant contribution to support the ministries of the 

church.  (You shop at the grocery store and they 

make a donation to the church. Awesome!) 

 

Through the end of the third quarter of 2025, this 

program raised $2,361 for our church, of which 

$2,241 went to the Current Expenses Fund, and 

$120 to Half Day Play.   

 

This is a significant decrease from the same period 

last year ($2,789).  While there are many options 

for your grocery shopping, anytime you are 

shopping at Giant, Weis, or Karns, buying gift 

cards in advance of your shopping trip can 

benefit CPUCC.  Five percent of your purchase of 

gift cards from these stores supports the ministry 

and mission of CPUCC.  Gift cards are available in 

Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings, or in the 

church office during the week.   

Thank you for your support.   

Decades Dance 
We’re just 
beginning the busy, 
fun, yet exhausting 
holiday season, with 
Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and New 
Year’s all happening within a five-week period.  January 
can seem like such a letdown!  But this January CPUCC is 
offering a great way to beat those post-holiday blues, 
with our first ever Decades Dance.  It will be held Friday, 
January 23 from 6:30 – 9 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.   
The “decades” refers to the type of music to be played, 
beginning with the 1950’s and continuing through the 
2010’s.  We can use your help building the playlist of 
music to be played that night so we’re sure to have your 
favorites!   Please send song requests to Lisa Nybeck at 
lnybeck@comcast.net with “Decades Dance” in the 
subject line, then note the name of the song, the artist, 
and the decade the song is from, no later than 
December 15.   
 
Tickets will be $5.00 per person and snacks will be 
available for purchase at a nominal cost.  Participants are 
encouraged to dress in attire from their favorite decade, 
so start thinking about what that might look like for 
you.  Plan to come out for a fun evening of music, 
dancing, and food to support the church Building Fund.   
 

Let us know of your 

commitment for 2026! Be 

looking for materials in the mail 

or online, and plan to join us 

on November 9, 2025. 

Budget Update 
As of the end of September, our 2025 

General Fund Income is $292,119.29 
and our Expenses are $310,035.43 

We are behind $17,916.14 

mailto:lnybeck@comcast.net


A simple thank you to all of 

those who have donated 

magazines to UPMC. They 

make a huge difference in 

helping patients in their 

recovery at the hospital! 

~Ron Johnson 

Friday Fun with Friends and Tacos 
Last year our first Friday Fun with Friends and Tacos was a 

blast!  Attendees enjoyed a delicious taco dinner, baked goods for 

dessert, a 50/50 raffle, and the silent auction of many fabulous 

items, services, and experiences.  We raised $3,695 for the Building 

Fund that night!  It was so much fun we’re planning to do it again!   
 

This will be coming up on Friday, November 21.  Tickets will be $10.00 

per person for either beef or chicken tacos, and will be available 

the first three Sundays of November in the narthex.  It’s also not too 

late to donate items, talents, meals or whatever you can think of for 

this year’s silent auction.  If you are able to donate,  please contact 

Patricia Kishpaugh (sunonthewater@mailfence.com) or Cindy 

Gnech at 717-991-4124 or cindygnech7@gmail.com.  Thank you so 

much for your support!   

On December 21, we will receive our offering 
for the UCC Christmas Fund. This fund has been 

caring for active and retired clergy and lay 
employees of the United Church of Christ for over 

100 years, providing emergency grants, 
supplementation of small annuities and health 

premiums, and Christmas “Thank You” gift checks 
each December to our lower-income retirees. 

 
Loose Change Sunday 
Our next Loose Change Sunday will be held 
November 30.  So far the six Loose Change 
Sundays which started back in the fall of 2024 
have raised $1,667.59 for our church Building 
Fund.  Coins, bills or checks are all 
welcome!  Your support is greatly 
appreciated.  And thank you to our children, 
youth, and young at heart “collectors” for their 
faithful participation! 

mailto:sunonthewater@mailfence.com
mailto:cindygnech7@gmail.com


Serving Harrisburg Food Pantry 

Please continue to donate items for our Blessing Box. These donations 
directly benefit our local neighbors. You may place items directly in 
the Blessing Box anytime or in the Alcove. 

We will be collecting gravy 
packets for Bethesda 
Mission. Look for a basket in 
the Narthex to place your 
donations. 

Please stop by the 
grocery card table to 
purchase a $5 or 
$10 Giant or Weis 
gift card for Kindred 
Place residents as a 
Christmas gift. These 
will need to be 
delivered in early 
December. 
 

In December we will also be collecting your tasty 
donations of Christmas cookies for the Carlisle Truck Stop 

Ministry. Deadline to be determined. 
As always, thank you for your endless generosity in sharing 

and caring for our community. 

For the month of November, we 
are requesting macaroni & 
cheese, noodles of any kind, 
canned vegetables, and 
deodorant for the Harrisburg 
Area Food Pantry. For 

You know how we celebrate “Loose Change Sunday” the last Sunday of 

odd-numbered months (Jan., Mar. etc.)? Well, we are planning for the last 

Sunday of even-months (Feb., Apr. etc.) to become Bounty of Blessings, 
starting in October, where we encourage every person attending 

worship to bring one item, can or box, of something for the Blessing 

Box. We will receive them in worship by wagon or basket.  

Next: December 28, 2025.  

(Just think our wagon will be overflowing with more than 50 items!) 



THE GIVING TREE 
“TAKE ONE, GIVE ONE” 

For November, we will be collecting gifts for  
HOFFMAN HOMES FOR YOUTH. 

Hoffman Homes For Youth is a non-profit organization. It is related to the 
United Church of Christ and provides inpatient and outpatient care, 
personal growth and educational services to youth and young adults,  

ages 7 – 21, with the goal of helping them attain a bright future. 
TAKE a tag. Place your unwrapped, bagged gift with tag attached in the 

containers under the tree. 

PLEASE, NO GLASS, MIRRORS, PENCIL SHARPENERS OR OTHER POTENTIALLY 
DANGEROUS ITEMS. 

THANK YOU for GIVING these youth a  

THE GIVING TREE 
The focus of the Giving Tree for December will be collecting items 
for Impact Ministries of Pennsylvania. There will be tags on the 
tree for items such as hats, gloves, mittens, socks, etc. Please 

take a tag and purchase items and place in the bins beneath the 
tree.  

Impact Ministries of Pennsylvania is a local 501(c)3 nonprofit 
charitable organization that was formed to help the homeless 

population in downtown Harrisburg. We are working towards acquiring 
a building downtown that will be transformed into a homeless shelter 

that will not only house the homeless but will also help them with 
food and nutritional support, medical and mental health services, 

provide educational and job training programs, and provide monthly 
community days to help facilitate community involvement and 

interaction. 
As we witness the growing challenges faced by the homeless 

community in downtown Harrisburg, our commitment to serving 
those in need has never been stronger. Our mission is to provide care 
and support to our neighbors who are struggling, and we are reaching 

out to you today because we believe in the power of collective 
efforts. 

As always, thank you for your endless generosity in sharing and 
caring for our community. 



Creation Justice 
Roadless Rule 

 

Maybe some of you have heard of the so-

called, Roadless Rule.  Enacted in 2001, the 

Roadless Area Conservation Rule (Roadless 

Rule) designated forests across the country as 

“inventoried roadless areas,” prohibiting the 

building of new roads but also logging and 

other harmful industries such as oil and gas 

drilling on these lands.  This regulation was 

created by the U.S. Forest Service to preserve 

parts of our National Forest network ensuring 

that these places of great ecological and 

recreational value remain open, accessible 

and mostly unchanged.  The Forest Service 

itself was established during the presidency of 

Theodore Roosevelt with the goal of 

stewardship and preservation of the nation’s 

forests, protecting downstream water quality 

and ensuring an orderly process for supplying 

timber.   

 

The Roadless Rule protects 58.5 million acres 

of national forest spanning 39 states, ranging 

from Alaska to New Mexico, Oregon to 

Florida.  These intact forest areas represent 

some of the last unfragmented stretches of 

our nation’s wild land.  Other than their 

distinct natural beauty, they provide other 

important functions such as keeping rivers 

and streams clean, cleansing the air we 

breathe and protecting important Indigenous 

sites  They support entire ecosystems for 

wildlife to thrive, providing shelter for more 

than 220 species while also offering an 

abundance of recreational opportunities 

such as hiking, cycling, camping, hunting and 

fishing.    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Unfortunately, in June of 2025, Secretary of 

Agriculture Brooke L. Rollins announced that 

her agency intends to rescind the Roadless 

Rule, which would be devastating.  This issue 

is not about partisanship or politics.  It’s about 

keeping what’s wild…wild for future 

generations to appreciate and enjoy as part 

of their national heritage, a promise that 

some places are too wild, too precious, too 

important to cut down.   

 

Repeal of this key conservation tool goes against 

the best available science and overwhelming 

public opinion.  Numerous organizations 

representing veterans, small business owners, 

wildland firefighters, hunting and fishing 

enthusiasts and Indigenous communities in 

addition to major environmental advocacy 

organizations including EarthJustice, Sierra Club, 

The Wilderness Society, National Wildlife 

Federation, Natural Resources Defense Council 

(NRDC) and others have expressed strong 

opposition to rescission of this longstanding rule 

while it proceeds through the rule-making 

process.  Forests cannot speak for themselves but 

we can by supporting organizations with the 

credibility, expertise and resources to defend 

them.                                                                            

 ~David Harris 

Outdoor Ministries 

2025 Fall Youth Rally 
Overcoming Obstacles: Faith in 
Challenging Times 
Who can attend? Anyone that will be in 
6th to 12th grade this year 
What is it? A weekend spent with friends worshipping God! 
We will have bible study, crafts, games, team building 
activities and so much more! 
Cost? $25.00 per camper for the weekend 
When is it? December 5-7 
Where is it? Camp Living Waters, 300 Camp Living Water Rd, 
Schellsburg, PA 15559 
 

Save the date: Youth Retreat at Hartman Center 
Campground from January 16th to 18th, 2026.  
Watch for registration in early November.  
More details to follow.   



Harrisburg Association 

Fall Meeting  

November 2 

2:00pm @ 

Penbrook UCC 
 

 
Enjoy this delicious 5-course to-go meal 
with friends and family, discover ways to 
help refugees and immigrants, and 
celebrate their diverse cultures. Order 
now, meals are limited. 
 

Church World Service Harrisburg, a refugee resettlement agency located in Harrisburg, provides additional support to 
refugees and immigrants who are experiencing severe medical and mental health challenges, need employment 
support and are interested in pursuing longer-term goals related to their integration in the community.  We co-create 
plans with clients with a shared goal of self-sustainability. 
A talented chef from Syria, enrollee of CWS Marketplace, will cater your 5-course take-out meal as part of the 4th 
Annual International Friendsgiving fundraiser, which highlights 5 different communities. Meals may be picked up from 
2 - 5 PM on Saturday, November 22.  No ticket is needed for pickup. Any cancelled orders will be considered 
donations to CWS Harrisburg. 

Event Details: 
• Single Meals: $25 
• 10-Pack: $230 
• Pickup Times: 2-5 PM on November 23rd at Hadee Mosque in Harrisburg  

• Purchase Tickets: https://cwsharrisburg.org/friendsgiving/  
Spread the Word: Share the news with your congregation as well as on Facebook, Instagram, and with your friends! 



Growing Sunday School for all ages at 11am. 

ADULTS 
All are welcome! Adult Sunday School is not divided 
by age or family group. Different classes have 
different styles and topics. 
 

Library Class  (discussion-oriented) 
The Wired Word (Begins Sept.14th) 
Lessons are crafted from current news stories. News 
is inevitable--whether it be good or bad. What better 
way to extract hope from the news than by 
juxtaposing Bible verses as tools to ponder  and 
navigate our daily walk in Christian faith. 
 
 

Chapel Group (presentation-style, Bible Study) 
The chapel group  uses The Present Word series.  This 
Fall we will be invited to discover and appreciate how 
God, through prophets and other leaders, gave help 
and guidance to the people of Judah so that we may 
come to see the hand of God in our own lives and all 
human affairs.   
 
Parlor Group (DVD and discussion) 
The Parlor Class meets in the newly-renovated Parlor 
under the direction of Tom Feit. It is a time of growth 
and learning based on the video series of the season.  

 

 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 
J.A.M. (Jesus and Me) – for toddlers to Kindergarten 
Walkers through Kindergarten are welcome for stories, 
crafts, a snack, and lots of play time in the preschool 
room next to the Library. Preferred if a parent can stay 
with young children.  
 
Crosswalkers -This fall in Crosswalkers Sunday School 
(grades 1 - 5) we'll be learning the Lord's Prayer, 
working on mini mission projects, and will even have 
some time to play together with our new Nintendo 
Switch! The kids will have the chance to show off their 
new knowledge when we recite the Lord's Prayer in 
church during Advent. 
 
Pathfinders: Grades 6-12 
Pastor Cindy leads our Pathfinders. We have time for 
connecting and games, as well as videos, and a new 
curriculum from the Youth Cartel which looks at stories 
from the Bible as one over-arching story of faith. 

Since we have new members 
with young children, we are 
making the Nursery available 
during morning worship. If 
helping to staff the nursery 
interests you, please contact 
Liz August at 
abicacoma@verizon.net or 
717-805-0390 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Learn more: 
For adults: https://tinyurl.com/CPUCCSundaySchool-Adults   
For children: https://tinyurl.com/CPUCCSundaySchool-Children  

 

There are few Sundays coming up 

where there will NOT be Sunday 

School: 
November 9—Parlor Reception 

November 23—Decorate Church 

December 7—Congregational Meeting 

December 28—Christmas Break 

Don’t forget...December 
14th our young people 

lead the Lord’s Prayer... 
as we enjoy the morning. 

mailto:abicacoma@verizon.net?subject=Helping%20in%20Nursery


Women’s 
Spirituality Group 
(WSG) 

WSG meets on the 2nd Monday 
of the month (with a few 
exceptions), in person in the 
church Parlor, 6:30pm—8:30pm. 
Learn more at https://
tinyurl.com/CPUCChandouts 
 
 

 For our prayer time, 
participants are encouraged to sign up and share about or 
have exercises pertaining to a woman in Scripture or a 
female ancient mystic or saint. Sign up here: https://
tinyurl.com/CPUCC-WSG2025. In our discussion time we 
will use the book Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World 
by Joanna Weaver (there is a study guide in the back of the 
book to help our conversation times).  

Spiritual Springboards 
Open to all, Spiritual Springboards dives deeper 
into faith in the company of others. We meet 
online on Tuesday evenings at 6:30pm on 
Zoom.  
Find zoom info at https://tinyurl.com/CPUCClinks 
Find any handouts uploaded at  
https://tinyurl.com/CPUCChandouts  

Dates and Chapters/Themes 
November 10 - “The Diagnosis” (ch. 3) and “The Cure” (ch. 4) 
December 8 - “Living Room Intimacy” (ch. 5) 
January - no WSG 
February 9 - “Kitchen Service” (ch. 6) 
 March 9 - “The Better Part” (ch. 7) and “Lessons from 
Lazarus” (ch. 8); 
April 13 - “Martha's Teachable Heart” (ch. 9) and “Mary's 
Extravagant Love” (ch. 10); 
May 11 - “Balancing Work and Worship” (ch. 11) and conclusion 
“Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World” 

 
Find full details online 

THE MANY FACES OF 
CHRIST TODAY 

From Homebrewed 
Christianity: 

A transformative 5-week 

online learning 

community exploring 

the diverse theological 

understandings of Jesus 

Christ across different traditions and 

perspectives. 

This comprehensive online course invites you to 

engage with pressing Christological questions 

through the lens of Reformed, Liberal, Feminist, 

Black, and Process theologies. 

SCHEDULE  more at https://tinyurl.com/CPUCChandouts  

October 28 -  Week #1 – Reformed Christology 

November 4 - Week #2 – Liberal Christology 

November 11 - Week #3 – Feminist Christology 

 

No class November 18 or November 25 

 

December 2 - Week #4 – Black Christology 

December 9 - Week #5 – Process Christology 

Next Step Morsels Discussion Group We had some good 

discussions at the summer Pastries with the Pastor and Pastor Cindy looks forward to 

continuing the conversation. Open to anyone, our Next Step Morsels conversations 

will take place the 2nd Saturday of the Fall months, at 10am in person in the church 

library and online (zoom). Learn more about our times together and find any 

handouts at https://tinyurl.com/CPUCChandouts. Find zoom info at https://

tinyurl.com/CPUCClinks. 

Fall 2025, We will be discussing Who Stole My Bible?: Reclaiming Scripture as a Handbook for 

Resisting Tyranny by Rev. Jennifer Butler. Final discussion on this book: Saturday, November 8—

Chapters 7-9 & Wrap Up 

FOR ONE GATHERING (January 3),  we will be discussing Sharon McMahon’s book: 
The Small and the Mighty: Twelve Unsung Americans Who Changed the Course of 

History, from the Founding to the Civil Rights Movement. It is an easy, inspiring read 

that restores hope in humanity.  So, read over the holiday and join us for a fun 

morning of discussion. 

https://tinyurl.com/CPUCChandouts
https://tinyurl.com/CPUCChandouts
https://tinyurl.com/CPUCC-WSG2025
https://tinyurl.com/CPUCC-WSG2025
https://tinyurl.com/CPUCClinks
https://tinyurl.com/CPUCChandouts
https://tinyurl.com/CPUCChandouts
https://tinyurl.com/CPUCChandouts
https://tinyurl.com/CPUCClinks
https://tinyurl.com/CPUCClinks


Worship Sunday Morning 9:30am 
& Sunday Evening (Charging 

Station) 5:00pm Worshipping 
Celebrating the saints in our 

lives on Sunday, November 2nd. 

Congregational Meeting 
December 7, 2025—10:45am  

Sanctuary 

Please plan to attend our annual congregational meeting on 
December 7 after church.  There are many important topics 
on the agenda, including approving the slate of candidates 
for the 2026 Council and next year’s budget, as well as many 
informational presentations.  The meeting will be live-
streamed but voting will be limited to in-person 
attendees.  Following the meeting, we will hold a potluck 
luncheon in Fellowship Hall. For the lunch, if possible, please 
bring contributions based on last names as follows: 
 

A-G  Side dishes 
H-N Main Dishes 
O-S Desserts 
T-Z  Drinks 

Hope to see you there! 

Seriously, we need some new pictures of our 

members. Have you looked in the directory lately? 

Please send a more recent photo to Carol 

Boris (cboris@cpucc.org) 
7:00 p.m. 

Morning Worship Series: "Dreaming God's Dream:  
No Gift Too Small - No Dream Too Big" 
Sun, October 26, 2025 “Generosity Even Amid Hardships"  
(Ruth 1:6-19) 
Sun, November 2, 2025 COMMUNION 
All Saints Sunday—"Telling Our Story”  (1 Cor. 11) 
Sun, November 9, 2025 Commitment Sunday -"A Dream 
Powering Generosity" (Acts 10)  plus Parlor Dedication 
Sun, November 16, 2025 "The Sacred in the Seed"  
(Matthew 13:31-32) 
Sun, November 23, 2025  Voices from the Pew Sunday—Rev. 
Patricia Kishpaugh preaching (Isaiah 9:1-7; John 8:12)   

Did you know?  
We offer a monthly Caregiver 
Support Group online, the fourth 
Thursday of the month at 7pm. 
Contact Pastor Cindy if you feel it 

might be helpful to feel 
understood, vent, and catch a 
breather. 



Would you like to assist in worship Sunday mornings?   
Go to https://ttsu.me/serving or call/email the office. 

Not sure what’s involved in a task—call us and we’ll help! 

Serving Your Church 

Pastor Cindy is looking for individuals or families to light our Advent Wreath Candles each week. Are you interested? 

We will have printed 
devotionals for Advent 
available in the Narthex by mid-
November. However, our 
friends at A Sanctified Art have 
provided a special e-reader 
version of this year’s Advent 
devotional, which you can 
access on your computer and 
mobile devices: https://
online.flippingbook.com/
view/361593675/ 
In order to protect their work, please 
refrain from sharing this link or posting it 
on social media. 

Sun, Nov 30,  First Sunday of Advent 

"WHAT DO YOU FEAR?” Series: "In the time of Herod, 

We long for God to Break In" 

Focal texts: Luke 1:5-13; Lam. 3:55-57 

Sun, December 7, 2025 Second Sunday of Advent 

"WHAT DO YOU FEAR?” Series: "When We're Running 

Out of Hope, God is at Work" 

Focal texts: Matthew 11:1-11; Isaiah 43:19-21 

Note: Annual Congregational Meeting following 

morning worship 

Sun, December 14, 2025 Christmas Pageant—Our  

Sanctuary Choir (& others) will bring special music 

and drama to this service. Our Elementary-aged 

children will lead us in the Lord’s Prayer. 

At 5pm, Blue Christmas Service: “Keeping Vigil for 

Hope" 

Sun, December 21, 2025 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

“WHAT DO YOU FEAR?” series: "When You're Afraid, 

Give Me Your Hand" 

Focal texts: Matthew 1:18-25; Isaiah 41:5-10" 

Wed, December 24, 2025 Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Service "WHAT DO YOU FEAR? Series: "Good News is 

Louder than Fear" 

Focal texts: Luke 2:1-20 

Sun, December 28, 2025  Carol Sing 

“WHAT DO YOU FEAR?” series: "Let Fear Fuel a Fire for 

Justice" Focal text: Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

Sun, January 4, 2026 Epiphany Sunday 

“WHAT DO YOU FEAR?” series: "Fear Doesn't Stop Us" 

Focal Text: Matthew 2:1-12, 16-18  

Join us for Advent as we insist on hope! This series gently 

invites us to identify where fear is present—both in the Advent story 
and in our lives—while also finding our way toward hope, with the 
angels’ voices in our ears. Every Advent, we light candles, sing carols, 
and pray for Christ’s coming because we believe God entered a 
frightened world to bring good news. We hold onto hope because we 
believe that Christ did come—that’s the promise of the season. Our 
hope is not flimsy or fleeting. It’s gritty, resilient, and can endure—no 
matter what we fear or face. This season, let us insist on hope and 
trust that good news is greater than fear. 

On Tuesday evening, December 16, 6:30pm, we will have a 

“Faith & Fear” Conversation, drawing from our devotional. It will 

be on-line, but let Pastor Cindy know if you would prefer 

meeting at the church and she can make it a hybrid event.  

https://ttsu.me/serving
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/361593675/
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/361593675/
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/361593675/


"Evolution of an  
Inclusive Faith"  

300 Years of the German Reformed Church in 
 the United Church 

 
As part of our 300th Anniversary Celebration a commemorative book with essays 

tracing the development of the German Reformed Church from its European 
origins through present day is available! 

Many clergy showed up to celebrate 

Learn more: https://psec.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Book-Flyer-Final.jpg 

Advent Day Apart December 6, 2025 @ 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
@The Wittel Farm. In the busyness and bustle of this season, 
we invite you to take time for reflection, contemplation, 
silence, and stillness. With hope, we will spend some time 
enjoying the outdoors, too. 
 
Advent/Christmas in the Barn December 21, 2025 @ 7:00 pm - 
8:30 pm @The Wittel Farm. Join us for an intimate evening of 
scripture, hymns and songs, prayers and joyful music. We 
gather in the barn around a manger for this annual tradition, 
with candlelight, hot cocoa and cookies. 

 
Winter Youth Retreat   January 2 - January 4, 2026  
@Kirchenwald 
Enjoy Kirchenwald in the Winter! Play broom hockey and other 
games on the frozen pond. Have fun sledding, playing snow soccer 
and other winter games. Creative Bible studies and worship 
experiences led by our summer camp counselors are an important 
part of this retreat. Meet new friends and catch up with your 
summer camp friends. Other indoor and outdoor 
activities may be included, as the weather dictates. 

 

Learn more about all of the events listed below at: 
https://www.lutherancamping.org/upcoming-events/ 

https://www.youtube.com/live/vy1tnUln4sM?si=4hoBDR6YYcgj1B8j
https://psec.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Book-Flyer-Final.jpg
https://www.lutherancamping.org/upcoming-events/


Unable to attend?  
Access an Individual Liturgy for the Weary at  

https://tinyurl.com/CPUCCIndServicefortheWeary  

Upcoming Plans for The Charging Station (CS) 

Held Sundays at 5pm in the Chapel, the 

Charging Station is different than our more 

“formal” Sunday morning worship service and is 

a perfect setting for those who are looking for a 

more casual, intimate worship 

experience.  Keep up with activities at https://

www.facebook.com/chargingstationhbg 

We try to hold monthly Community Service 

Sundays.  

NOVEMBER—"Dreaming God's Dream: No Gift 

Too Small - No Dream Too Big"" 

Sun, Nov. 2, All Saints Sunday – “Telling Our 

Story” Focal Text: 1 Corinthians 11 

Sun, Nov. 9,  Commitment Sunday: “A Dream 

Powering Generosity" Focal Text: Acts 10  

Sun, Nov. 16, “The Sacred in the Seed” 

Focal Text: Matthew 13:31-32 

Patricia Kishpaugh is leading 

Sun, Nov. 23, 2025   Friendsgiving 

(Additional note, after morning worship is 

“Hanging of the Greens” preparing the church 

building for the Advent/Christmas season. All 

are welcome to help out) 

Wed, November 26, 2025 Community Service – 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Eve Service being 

hosted at CPUCC 

Sun, Nov 30,  First Sunday of Advent 

"WHAT DO YOU FEAR?” Series: "In the time of 

Herod, We long for God to Break In" 

Focal texts: Luke 1:5-13; Lam. 3:55-57 

DECEMBER 

Sun, December 7, 2025 Second Sunday of 

Advent 

"WHAT DO YOU FEAR?” Series: "When We're 

Running Out of Hope, God is at Work" 

Focal texts: Matthew 11:1-11; Isaiah 43:19-21 

Note: Annual Congregational Meeting 

following morning worship 

Sun, December 14, 2025 Blue Christmas Service: 

“Keeping Vigil for Hope" 

Note: Sanctuary Choir’s Christmas Pageant in 

morning. 

Sun, December 21, 2025 Fourth Sunday of 

Advent 

“WHAT DO YOU FEAR?” series: "When You're 

Afraid, Give Me Your Hand" 

Focal texts: Matthew 1:18-25; Isaiah 41:5-10" 

Wed, December 24, 2025 Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service 

"WHAT DO YOU FEAR? Series: "Good News is 

 
Special Services to Get 
On Your Calendars! 

 
 
 

November 9, Parlor Re-Dedication 
—as part of morning worship with 
refreshments following. 
 

November 15, 2pm at CPUCC - 
FINAL Conference worship as Penn Central Conference, 
cake and fellowship following the worship service 
 

Wednesday, November 26, 7pm – Interfaith Thanksgiving 
Eve Service. CPUCC has been asked by the Harrisburg 
Interreligious Forum to host their Thanksgiving Eve Service.  

DEC. 14 9:30a.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/chargingstationhbg
https://www.facebook.com/chargingstationhbg


Adorn our sanctuary on 

Christmas Eve by using the 

form below, or by down-

loading the form at 

https://tinyurl.com/

CPUCC-poinsettias-2025 

Sponsoring Luminaries—Feel free to use the 

order form above or download an order form at 

https://tinyurl.com/CPUCC-luminaries-2025 

Susquehanna 

Chorale presents 

Candlelight 

christmas 

https://tinyurl.com/CPUCC-poinsettias-2025
https://tinyurl.com/CPUCC-poinsettias-2025
https://tinyurl.com/CPUCC-luminaries-2025
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